[image: image1.png]


Four Winds Nature Institute

4 Casey Rd. Chittenden, VT  05737  (802) 353-9440

www.fourwindsinstitute.org
Patterns of Similarities and Differences:  Weed Designs

~Teaching Suggestions~
CARD PARTNERS  

For older children, provide a magazine photo or field guide illustration of each weed in summer for all the weeds on the cards.  Tape these to the wall and write the plant's common name underneath picture.  Once pairs think they have a match, they find their flower, and then introduce it to the whole class – in its winter and summer form. 

WINTER WEED WALK   

Divide the class into small groups. Have each group with a leader collect one of each item on the scavenger hunt list and bring back to the group. Then have the groups share their collections.

In the city, discuss where the kids think they might find weeds in their neighborhoods. Many weeds like disturbed soil, so construction sites, vacant lots, alleys, roadsides and railroad tracks, and areas that are not regularly mowed, are great weed sites but may not be safe or accessible on a short walk. Weeds springing up at the yard's edge or along a fence line, foundation, or in sidewalk cracks demonstrate their hardiness and resilience. Some are very tiny and will take a sharp eye and a hand lens to spot and examine.

SNOW BOUQUET  

After the Winter Weed Hunt, allow each child to collect one winter weed to put in their snow bouquets. The rest of the weeds should be supplied by the leader (unless there are enough around the school grounds for all the school children to collect their own bouquets.) 

These can be made into wall hangings if the craft dough is pressed flat and weeds are arranged vertically. Use a pencil to poke a hole through the base so it can hang on a nail.  

WEED POEMS

With younger children, you might want to keep copies of the poems written by adults in the adult workshop and collect the same type of weed so that you can read those poems in the classrooms and have the children guess which weed is being described. 

JOURNAL ACTIVITY

Prompt: Draw and label the winter weed that you collected.
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