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Patterns of Similarities and Differences:  Animal Tracks

~Teaching Suggestions~
PUPPET SHOW  

This presentation may be easiest with three people, one just to handle the animal track puppets.

FOLLOW THE FOOTPRINTS 

Start this activity by having children crawl on their hands and knees like babies do. Which limbs move together? (This is the gait of a walker.)

Track templates for this activity can be made from no-slip rug pads glued onto laminated paper. 

Four Winds puppets, photographs or stuffed pets representing a galloper, bounder, waddler and walker are helpful visuals.

Make an oversized track pattern chart with fabric markers on a big piece of cloth.

Point out the different terms, gallopers and hoppers, used by different experts in describing the same type of track patterns.

WINDOW SHADE STORY  

City dwellers might modify the picture to tell an urban story. For example: After the snow stopped falling in the late afternoon, a cat was let out of a house into the backyard. It crept under a bench to watch the birds at the feeder hanging nearby. A squirrel ran across the patio and leaped onto the feeder. Spying the cat, the squirrel left the feeder and jumped onto the roof to scurry away. The cat walked across the patio but was chased off by the neighbor's dog, who had been trotting by but broke into a run to chase the cat into the garage. Later that night, a skunk feasting on the fallen seeds under the bird feeder was snatched up by a swooping owl, who dropped a couple of feathers, but not his meal. Nearby, a raccoon was slinking along the outside garage wall after tearing open a trash bag that someone had left outside the overfull garbage cans. 

PRINT MATCH  

If snow conditions aren't cooperating, use the "Sole Search" activity from Parrella, D. Project Seasons where kids make a rubbing of their right shoe with paper and crayon. They then trace the outline of their left shoe around the rubbing. Place all the left shoes in a central spot. Pass out a shoe rubbing to all children (don't take your own!) and have them find the correct match to their print. Check the shoes and prints matches. Then have children return the shoe and rubbing to the owner!

Students could compile sneaker rubbings or prints into a field guide to the students' shoes.

TRACK DETECTIVES  

If time permits, follow a set of animal tracks in the direction in which the animal was traveling. Have the children try to reason out what the animal might have been doing.

In a city, include track identification information for urban animals such as dogs, cats, raccoons, mice, rats, gray squirrels, and birds of different sizes, like crows, pigeons, and house sparrows.

JOURNAL ACTIVITY

Prompt: Use stamps to print three different kinds of animal tracks in your journal and label them with the name of the animal.

EXTENSIONS  

If you have a fresh snow outside, send the teacher out for a walk. With the children, go outside to track him around the school to where he is hiding.

Local game wardens may loan pelts from road kills, many of which have the feet still attached. 
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