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Patterns of Similarities and Differences:  Spiders

~Teaching Suggestions~

SPIDER SPYING  

Well ahead of time, scout out the location of a number of different spiders, so you'll be able to capture plenty to take in for your workshop. After you teach, release your spiders where you found them within about 24 hours. 

Rather than making holes in jar lids, replace the lid with a piece of plastic wrap with small holes punched in it, gauze, or stocking, held on with a rubber band. Do include a stick or stiff grass stem for the spider to hang onto, as well as a damp cotton ball for moisture.

FELT BOARD SPIDER

Provide one of the teams with felt parts for a male spider (pedipalps with balls on the end) and the others with females (pointed pedipalps). After all spiders are complete, tell the group you can see that one group has a male spider. Ask the children to look at all the felt board spiders and figure out how you know.

SPIDER SENSATIONS  

Make a transition to this activity from Spider Spying by asking students to look for hairs on the legs of the spiders. These are sensory and help the spiders catch their food. “Let's see how well you do at catching your food by feeling it.” 

SPIDER SUPPER

Rather than lugging around those bicycle wheels, right after Spider Sensations give each child (still seated around their block yarn webs) a plastic insect and a length of yarn. As you describe the process, have children act out how spiders locate, attack, and eat their prey. 

Don't forget to mention wandering spiders, such as wolf, crab, jumping, and fishing spiders, that locate prey using their good eyesight.

SPIDER SCAVENGER HUNT

Divide the class into pairs or small groups. While hunting for spiders and webs, have each group mark with surveyor’s tape or make note of their most exciting spider or web discovery on the school grounds.  Later, you can take the whole group on a tour to see these exciting findings.

JOURNAL ACTIVITY

Prompt: Find and draw a spider in its natural habitat.

TRUTH OR FICTION SPIDER GAME

Divide the class into two teams. One team is the Truth team and the other is the Fiction team. Have the two teams stand in two lines, facing each other in the middle of the playing field. Mark off two safety lines on either side of the playing field - one for Truth and one for Fiction. The leader calls out a statement (see list below). If it is true, the Truth team members try to tag the Fiction team members before Fiction team members reach safety. If it is false, the Fiction Team tries to tag the Truth team before they reach their safety zone. Tagged players join the other team. After each round, teams return to the center where leader reads out another “fact.” 

 

True:





False:

Spiders have eight legs


Spiders have six legs

Spiders have eight eyes


Spiders have wings

Spiders have two body parts


Spiders have three body parts

Spiders are predators



Spiders eat plants

All spiders make silk



All spiders spin webs 

All spiders have fangs



Spiders have antennae

All spiders must drink their food

Spiders chew up their prey

Spiders grow by shedding their skins

Harvestmen are spiders

WEAVING A SHARING CIRCLE

Have children raise up the sheet web they've made while sharing and create a tangled cobweb, by moving their hands around.  
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