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Patterns of Similarities and Differences:  Protective Coloration

~Teaching Suggestions~
SECRET SHAPES  

For kindergarten children, cut out shapes ahead of time, and then have children glue them on the backgrounds. Or, cut small, simple animal shapes from wrapping paper and give one to each child. Then place large sections of the different wrapping paper used on tables and have children find the best background on which their animal can hide.

JOURNAL ACTIVITY

Give each student an insect cut-out made of colorful paper or cut from a magazine. Have the children glue the insect into their journal and then draw a habitat in which it can hide.

Prompt K-2: Draw a habitat in which your insect can hide.

Or:

Prompt 3-6: Draw a hidden insect picture. Share with your neighbors to see if they can find the insect hidden in your drawing.

BIRD'S EYE VIEW  

Have children use only thumb and forefinger to pick up "worms," like a bird with its beak.

Set up this activity and Hidden in Plain Sight ahead of time OR have one volunteer set them up while the other is presenting the slide show.

For older students, use a big circle to make finding the hidden yarn more challenging. Colored marbles, multicolored rubber bands, or paper clips can be used in place of yarn pieces.

This activity is tough to set up in the classroom with students around, so plan on setting it up outside or in an empty room. 

Indoors, a yard of busy, multicolored patterned cloth makes a good background. "Worms" can be colored paper dots or thin strips of fabric cut from the cloth.  

In a city school, do the same activity in two very different but adjacent locations such as grass, blacktop, or mulched playground. The colors that blend well into one background may be highly visible at the other location. Animals designed to 'disappear' in their wild habitat may have more difficulty hiding in the city.   

HOP TO SAFETY (for younger children)

Place green, brown and yellow carpet mats around the lawn. Explain that each mat is a different habitat – a grassy field, a patch of goldenrod, a leafy forest floor. Tell the children they are green, yellow, or brown grasshoppers, giving each a sticker that shows their color. Explain that you (the leader) are going to be the Grasshopper Cruncher Muncher Bird. When you turn your back they must hop around. When you say “Chomp, chomp, I’m hungry for a crunchy grasshopper snack!”and turn around, the children must hop to a carpet mat. They are only safe if they match their carpet square. If they are caught on the wrong color, or you tag them, then they get eaten. They may get a new color and try again.

CAMOUFLAGED CRITTERS  

For young children: use the small animal shapes suggested above, or others that the kids cut from construction paper, and have them hide several of them (in plain sight) around the room, perhaps with one adult helping. Other volunteers or the teacher leaves the room and then comes back in and tries to find them all. Children can help with "warmer, colder" hints.

In a city environment, have the children create an animal especially suited to blend into the urban landscape. Or they might choose to design a 'city camouflage coat' for an existing animal, mimicking how human hunters use camouflage clothing to blend into the woods. The new design might look like things familiar to the children – bricks, concrete, shingles, sidewalk, lawn, or other things common in the city. Remember to ask the children what behaviors allow the camouflaged animal to escape detection.     
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