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Topic of the Month: All Sorts of Insects
The world is full of all sorts of insects. You can find them everywhere you go, whether swimming in a pond, weeding your garden, playing on the playground or enjoying a picnic lunch. It is said that there are 200 million insects for every person on earth! Scientists have identified over a million different kinds of insects. And they think there are millions more, waiting to be discovered.

So what makes an insect, an insect? Despite their great diversity, they all share certain common features. They all have three main body parts: head, thorax and abdomen, six legs, antennae and most have two pairs of wings.

While all insects share these same body parts, we can sort them into groups based on certain characteristic features. Beetles can be recognized by the hard over-wings that cover their membranous flight wings. Butterflies and moths have large, often highly colored and patterned wings. Dragonflies have large compound eyes and narrow wings that extend out horizontally from their long narrow bodies. Large jumping hind legs are common in grasshoppers and crickets, the musicians of the insect world. Bees, wasps and hornets have four membranous wings, while flies have only two. Leafhoppers hold their wings tent-like over their bodies as they sip plant juices. And look for the distinct X on the backs of true bugs, created when their wings, half leathery and half clear, are folded over their bodies.



Once you start noticing insects you will find that they live almost everywhere. They lurk around on plants, under your house, swimming around in ponds, scurrying around under leaves, hiding out in the bark of trees. Go on a backyard safari to see what sorts of insects you encounter. Bring a magnifier for a closer look, and paper and pencil to record your findings. Pick a small area in a meadow or lawn or under some trees. Creep along the ground looking closely. Look on leaves and on blooming flowers, sift through some soil or a pile of leaves, lift up rocks or bark lying on the ground. You can set a trap by leaving out bits of food, like a cookie crumb or a bit of fruit, about the size of your little fingernail. Come back later to see who found it.  What insects are out there? What are they doing?
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Go On An Insect Safari








