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Patterns of Similarities and Differences:  Feathering the Nest

~Teaching Suggestions~

NEST DETECTIVES

Begin by giving each small group a nest to examine and draw as a journal activity. Then have them continue to examine the other nests, station by station.

JOURNAL ACTIVITY

Prompt: Sketch your nest and list the materials that you can recognize in it.

NEST IDENTIFICATION

Combine Keying and That's My Nest activities to compare different nests and practice using a key to identify nest makers. Start by working together as a class, using the key to identify one nest (phoebe works well as first nest since often it is difficult to notice that the nest contains mud). After the first nest is identified, students form four small groups, one for each nest remaining. Each group uses the key to determine what kind of bird made it. Once students are finished and still standing by their nests, the leader (or one of the children) holds up a bird puppet and another reads the description from the That's My Nest script. The children decided if it is their group's nest being described. If so, they raise their hands, the whole class decides if that is correct, and the leader sets the puppet next to that nest. 

CONSTRUCTION CHALLENGE

Young students can make nests inside strawberry baskets, lining with mud, grass, etc. Each child would then have a nest to take home (in a plastic bag).

Rocks are heavy and tend to fall through fragile nests. Use foil-wrapped chocolate eggs instead to place inside the built nests. 

To help avoid the problem of who gets to take the nest home, tell the children that they won't be keeping them. Provide a bucket for nest materials and ask children to disassemble theirs. Some materials might be put outside so real birds may use them.

Have children look for and use natural materials in building their nests. This way they get an idea of what materials would be available for birds to use AND the materials can be “recycled.” 

Focus on finding nest materials that birds might use. Remind students that different birds use different materials and position nests in different places according to their habits and habitat.

EXTENSIONS  

Nest Search:  In a city environment, take a walk through the neighborhood to look for nests or potential nesting sites.  Ask what birds normally nest in the city? Where? Then, have pairs of children pretend to be birds looking for nesting sites. Assign each pair a specific kind of common city bird: robins, jays, pigeons, house sparrows, woodpeckers, phoebes, chickadees, chimney swifts.  When choosing a nesting site for their bird, children should consider: What food is nearby? What predators (including pets) might pose a threat?  Some birds find that the dense branches of ornamental shrubs or cedar hedges make well-hidden nesting locations. Some birds prefer nesting in garages or on buildings; for example, pigeons and phoebes make nests under eaves, on building ledges or on air conditioners. A dead tree or a hole in a building may provide a cavity for nesting. A ground nester might find a suitable spot in a backyard, park, or rooftop. 

For The Birds: Keep nest material pieces shorter than 3" to avoid entangling nestlings. You can use a clothes hanger or a mesh onion bag to hold nesting materials. Dog, cat, horse, human, or rabbit fur combings and clippings are a great favorite of nest builders. 
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