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Earth and the Environment:  Finding Your Way

~Teaching Suggestions~

SNEAK A PEEK  

Rather than egg cartons, you can use shoebox lids with a grid marked off showing eight squares. 

For younger children, cut egg cartons in half and only use 4-6 items.

It is helpful to mix natural items with colorful man-made objects. Store each set of objects in a plastic zipper bag, which makes it easier to hand them out and to store them afterward.

SIMON SAYS  

Other mnemonics for N, E, S, W: Newts Eat Slimy Worms or Never Eat Slimy Worms
For older students, make a list of commands ahead of time so you can read them off quickly.

E.g.: Face north, jump in the air, yell Bananas!; face east, close your eyes, turn a complete circle.

Older children can play Eye Spy: leader names an object in view, children call out its direction. 

Try this activity outside, marking out the compass directions in chalk, on blacktop or sidewalks. 

If needed, your first command can be, "Simon Says no one may talk until this activity is over!"

DIRECTION DRILL  

Another rhyme to help children use the compass:  

"North, South, East or West, choose the letter for your quest. 

Line up the arrow and the Red, this is the direction you must head."

Never refer to the compass needle as an arrow. Save that term for the “direction of travel” arrow. 

FWNI compasses don't really have a “bed” drawn on the compass house – it looks more like a shed. So change the rhyme to “put the red in the shed and head” 

TREASURE TREK 

 For younger students, assign landmarks to each of the four directions. Have the students locate these when doing the treasure trek.

You might want to write the clues on card stock, punch a corner hole, and put on a book ring to keep in order. Each clue should have three parts: clear identification of the location, something to do once there, and directions to the next place. Examples of orienting tasks: "In which direction is the sun?" "Where is the wind coming from?" "Where is your shadow?"

When reading the clues, FIRST give only the direction and have children use their compasses to locate it. Then read the whole clue. For example: “Use your compass to find EAST. Now “Look to the East if you are able, and head on over to the picnic ________ .”

Place a puzzle piece at each station for children to collect. At the end, they can assemble the puzzle for a final clue that leads to a meeting place or the location of a treasure or treat to share.

Compass readings to each location will vary somewhat depending on just where one stands, so give very specific directions. For example: “Stand at the end of the swing set, closest to the school” or “Stand on top of home plate”. Remember that steel fences and playground equipment may alter compass readings!

Some additional rhyming clues:

Off to the north, that’s where you should go, look under the tallest tree, now don't be slow!     

Walk to the south and look for a clue, find a puzzle piece near the red, white and ____.   

Some additional task clues:

Walk north to the swing set. How many swings are there?   

Head west to the storage shed. What color are the flowers are on the north side of the shed?   

Walk north to the stone bench. To whom is it dedicated?                     

Face west and walk to a fence. Follow it to the right until you come to a sign. What does it say?                                                             

A final clue: "Hand in your compass to your volunteers; be sure to give them a great, big cheer!"

JOURNAL ACTIVITY 

Prompt: Can you find your way around your room at night? Draw a map of your bedroom with windows, doors, closet, furniture, and other stuff in its place.

EXTENSIONS  

Bring in maps of your town and have children locate their homes. Or, show pictures of nearby places in your town for the children to guess.

Make a pizza compass as a snack.

Have children make maps to a mystery place. Then swap maps so partner has to find the spot.

Challenge children (2nd-5th grade) to make a map from their home to the school. Have younger children draw a map of a place that is special to them.

See this website: www.terraserver.microsoft.com to see an aerial photo or topo map of your home.
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