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 CYCLES IN NATURE:  SONGBIRDS

~Teaching Suggestions~
Ahead of time, set up a bird feeder near the school so children can observe the birds during the workshop and at other times as well. 

WHICH BIRD SINGS WHICH SONG? 
Encourage volunteers to borrow a copy of the bird song tape to take home so they can learn the songs before their workshops, or listen to birdsongs on these websites: http://www.learnbirdsongs.com or http://www.birds.cornell.edu/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide.

CLOCK CHORUS AND SINGING MY SONG

Have the children perform the Clock Chorus outside, as well as Singing My Song. 

Make a recording of birds from your home at different times of the day and then play this for children. 

If you live in a city, you might modify Clock Chorus to include city specific birds such as crows (raucous “caw, caw”) and pigeons (soft “ca-coo, ca-coo”) and owls (“who cooks for you”).

BIRD SONG BINGO 
Have children cover one cell on the bingo card to start with (one “free” cell). Play until the whole card is covered rather than until one child has reached “bingo”.

In urban settings, have the children identify which birds are commonly found in the city and which are not as familiar. Name other local birds (possibly pigeons, crows, gulls in some places, or others) and imitate their songs. 

SINGING BIRD SURVEY 
Ahead of time you may want to make (or have children make) binoculars out of toilet paper tubes to take outside.

Ahead of time, make a map of the school building, schoolyard, and surrounding area where you may walk with the children to look for birds. Mark each location where you stop to listen for birds. 

At each listening spot, have children close eyes and raise one finger for every different bird that they hear. Then have the children open their eyes and point out the different birds that they noticed and note these on the map.

While walking to the next listening spot, have children practice imitating the song of one of the twelve bird species in Bird Bingo (eg “Birdie, birdie, birdie, cheer, cheer, cheer”).

Even in a city with lots of people and noise, birds in great variety are often audible, especially in the morning. 

Bring a tarp or blanket outside so kids can lie on their backs, close their eyes, and listen. 

If no birds are singing during workshop time, have the group search for birds: flying, sitting, carrying nest material, alone, in pairs, in a flock. 

JOURNAL ACTIVITY

Prompt for K-3: Draw your favorite bird singing. Write words for its song.

Prompt for 3-6:  Keep a list of birds seen or heard on the bird walk, making notes about their songs or calls.

SHARING CIRCLE

Have children complete this sentence: “If I were a bird I’d want to be a ________ (e.g.hawk, owl, songbird) because ____________.”

EXTENSIONS 
Play “Musical Names” from Ranger Rick's Birds! Birds! Birds! in which students make up a call or song that goes with their own name, or “Create a Bird” where students draw imaginary birds. They can make up a song and a name for their bird and introduce it to the class. The other children should try to mimic the song.
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