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 CYCLES IN NATURE:  FLOWER TO FRUIT

~Teaching Suggestions~
Ahead of time, arrange to collect fading flowers from a local florist to use for dissection.

Bring along a large variety of flowers, including tree flowers. 

Note: according to the American Horticultural Society's A-Z Encyclopedia, contact with the sap of daffodils may irritate skin or aggravate skin allergies and contact with any part of tulips may aggravate skin allergies. We haven't had a problem with this to date, but we wanted to make sure folks had this information.

In Rhododendron flowers, the pistils may be a different color than the stamens.

PUPPET SHOW

Use the newly revised Flowers Puppet Show (see Supplementary Materials).

DISSECT A FLOWER

Use the Flower Hunt Investigation to guide students with leading questions while they are dissecting flowers. 

FLOWER HUNT 
In urban settings, take a neighborhood walk to find nearby flowers. Locate trees that may be in flower. Which trees seem to be wind-pollinated? Which seem to be pollinated by insects? Can children see or hear any pollinators at work? (listen for the buzz of bees. Is one means more successful than another in the city? If flowers are numerous (on trees, for example), permit each child or small group to bring a sample back to the classroom to share.

Have children look for different stages in the development of a dandelion flower from bud to seed head. See “Beauty Before Age” from HON Dandelions unit.

JOURNAL ACTIVITY

Prompt: Draw and label your flower and count the parts (sepals, petals, stamen, pistils).

SHARING CIRCLE

Have children complete this sentence, “If I were going to be a flower I’d want to be a ____________ because ____________.  Leader should start the circle with an example, e.g. “If I were a flower, I’d want to be a jewelweed because I love the way their seeds pop in the fall.” Or, “If I were a flower, I’d want to be a hollyhock because they grow so tall.”
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