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I am writing this grant proposal to build a nature trail and outdoor instruction area on
behalf of the Richmond Elementary School Four Winds volunteers and school
community. This grant will also benefit the students and teachers in the middle school
who are in close proximity to the nature trail and classroom teaching area that we want to
create. I volunteered to write this proposal because of my strong interest in
environmental education as a parent and educator. Ihold an MS in environmental
education and I have many years of natural science teaching experience as well as
curricula development. I helped the faculty of the Norwich, Vermont elementary school
to create and implement a curriculum-wide habitat studies program using their own
schoolyard habitat.

Project Description

The Richmond Elementary School is in its third year of implementing the Four Winds
program. There are 268 children in grades kindergarten through fourth grade who
participate monthly throughout the school year in learning natural science through hands-
on learning in nature. Parent volunteers take students outdoors to study nature with the
help of field tested activities and props designed to provide up-close and personal contact
with the natural world. A primary goal behind the curricula from Hands On Nature
edited by Jennifer Lingelbach and Lisa Purcell is to maximize learning the natural
science information and concepts through immersion in our own schoolyard habitat.

The Richmond Elementary School is extremely limited in its ability to provide students
with an adequate outdoor learning laboratory. The two limiting factors include the
roaring sound of the highway which is directly next to the school and the lack of natural
habitat features typically found in Vermont such as a robust plant and animal community.

The Four Winds volunteer parent-teachers have been searching for ways to bring students
closer to plants, animals and their habitats since we started this program. There is one
area behind our school that has great promise for getting students closer to nature, but it
is often overlooked because it is not in direct view of the school. Thave used this area for
many of my Four Winds classes and the students love to go to it, but the lack of well
defined trails or an area for gathering students minimizes our ability to teach these classes
to their full potential. This ideal nature spot has recently captured the interest of other
parent-teacher volunteers. It consists of a large hill that drops out of view of the school
into a beautiful wooded area with one small field opening as well. We have discovered
many native plants and signs of wildlife such as deer, raccoon, skunk, mice, fox, and
coyote. All of these living things are not found on the school’s immediate grounds, but
just a 2 minute walk takes us to this precious natural habitat. The creation of a small trail
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to see and protect.

We are applying for your grant to improve our schoolyard habitat in the following ways:

1) Clear a small area approximately 16 feet by 16 feet in the natural area identified
for the construction of tree log benches. Benches will help students focus their
attention on both natural science information and instruction for the experiential
activities we do. This work would be done by the Vermont Youth Conservation
Corps in the spring of 2010.

2) Clear a trail that will allow students to get closer to the dynamics of plant and
animal life. The trail will also minimize damage to these species by giving
students clearly marked boundaries for their activities. This work would be
completed by the summer of 2010 by the Vermont Youth Conservation Corps.

3) Conduct a detailed ecological inventory of this area to identify the special
members of this habitat and how they are interconnected. The information will be
compiled in a durable weather-proof schoolyard habitat booklet. This work would
be completed by December 2010 by me and other volunteer field naturalist in the

community.
Budget
Benches (6 trees 8 feet long and 12 in diameter) $350 from Clifford Lumber
‘Wood Sealant (2 gallons) $50 from Richmond Home Supply
Bolts (4 large lag bolts) $12 for 4 lag bolts
Chainsaw Work Donated by Community Volunteers
Binders, Paper, covers for Ecoinventory $30 from Eco-Friendly Office
Delivery of Tree Logs Donated by Clifford Lumber
Bench Construction Labor Donated by Vermont Youth Corps
Trail Construction Labor Donated by Vermont Youth Corps
Ecological Inventory Labor Donated by Four Winds Volunteers

Donated Students and Local Experts

Community support

The schoolyard habitat trail and teaching area that we want to create would also benefit
the Camel’s Hump Middle School which has 381 students and Our Community Cares
Summer Camp program which is based at the middle school during the summer. The
Our Community Cares Program serves 40 children grades kindergarten through eighth
grade and serves many families that are economically challenged. Both are located 100
feet away from the elementary school and the same distance to the proposed nature trail
and instructional area. Members of these public educational services embrace this
proposal because they need a schoolyard habitat to explore and feel connected to the
natural world as well.

The Vermont Youth Conservation Corps has agreed to donate their hard work to improve
our schoolyard habitat. They will provide a crew of young people who will learn a great
deal about natural habitat care as they work.
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of this project in the years to come. Students, campers, and parents will be asked by the
Four Winds schoolyard habitat committee to help maintain the trail. We will also
encourage their participation in wildlife enhancement projects such as planting apple
trees and berry bushes, hanging bird and bat boxes and building brush piles to
supplement their Four Winds lessons. I will lead this committee in the years to come and
ensure the highest quality of care to this project.

In closing, the Richmond Elementary School Four Winds volunteers want to appreciate
your Nature Institute for offering this opportunity . Thank you for your hard work and
dedication to bring natural science to life in our schools and communities.
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October 28, 2009
To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is written in support of the grant application written by jeanette Malone to construct a nature trail at
the Richmond Elementary School.

The Four Winds Program has been an integral part of the science curriculum at RES for the past several years.
This program combines the school resources with parent and community volunteers to bring science to life for
our students. | have been fortunate to sit in on several trainings and to participate in several activities with
students. Our students absolutely love the content and interaction with the greater RES community. RES
students demonstrate a love for the outdoors and an appreciation for nature and habitat, which we attribute to
their involvement in the Four Winds Program.

The construction of the Nature Trail will be a huge step in the right direction for us. Its use and application to
the Four Winds program and our regular science curricula will greatly enhance the education our students
receive. We strive to provide action oriented activities throughout the day. To have such a resource available
on campus will serve our instructional goals and the needs of students in tremendous fashion.

Our school community heartily supports this application and its goals. Please feel free to contact me if | can be
of further assistance.

Yo

in Education,
S

\ Y
David P.

Principal

U. S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon School
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October 27, 2009

Dear Review Committee,

The Vermont Youth Conservation Corps (VYCC) enthusiastically supports the application by
the Richmond Elementary School for funding to help build a nature trail and outdoor
instruction area on the school grounds.

The VYCC is committed to providing labor to complete the project as part of our
VermontFutures school program. In this program, we partner with schools throughout the
state to provide a project-based learning experience for high school students who are at risk of
dropping out. These students spend a few hours each day as Corps Members on a VYCC crew
completing an important project which is infused with education.

There are currently three crews based at VYCC headquarters in Richmond which are supported
through partnerships with nearby schools including Mount Mansfield Union High School,
Champlain Valley Union, and Center for Technology in Essex. In the spring of 2010, one of
these crews would complete the trail work and bench construction with assistance and
guidance from the Richmond Elementary School Four Winds Volunteers.

This project provides an excellent opportunity for local high school students to be part of
creating a unique outdoor learning experience for younger students in their communities and to
give back to a school which they may have attended as they grew up.

We unequivocally support the Richmond Elementary School’s grant application.

Sincerely,

g 2 Aqé/% /’Vf%

Paul Schmidt
Vice President of Finance and Operations

www.vyce.org - 1949 East Main Street Richmond VT 05477 - tel 802-434-3969 - fax 802-434-3985




