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UPPER GRADES CHALLENGE: Outdoor Spider Studies

Background: 

Some spiders build webs to entangle their prey while others depend instead on active hunting. Web-builders can be grouped by the type of web they build, and hunting spiders by the design of their bodies and their hunting strategies. Web-builders include, among others, the cobweb weavers, orb web weavers, sheet web weavers, and funnel web weavers. Hunting spiders include crab spiders, wolf spiders, and jumping spiders, among others. Learning to recognize these few basic types of spiders can add to our appreciation of this numerous and diverse group of animals.

Objective: To become familiar with 8 different groups of spiders and learn their common characteristics.

Using the Spider Booklet provided, introduce the different types of spiders and webs and their distinguishing characteristics. Have students work in pairs to hunt for spiders on the school grounds, comparing those they find to the descriptions and pictures in their booklets. Using a mister to spray webs is a good way to make the web’s form more visible. Shaking bushes over a white sheet usually dislodges a number of spiders that might have been hard to find otherwise. They can be studied and then carefully shaken back onto the shrubbery.


Have student teams try to find at least four different kinds of spiders and/or webs on the school grounds using their field sheets to guide them in studying the spiders more closely.

Materials: Spider Identification Card, Spider Study Sheets, one per team, clipboards; pencils; water misters; pieces of white fabric about 3’ square.
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