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Topic of the Month:

FEATHERING THE NEST

All birds’ nests are designed to contain and conceal the eggs and to provide some protection for the brooding female. Once eggs hatch the nest may also provide a safe home for nestlings.  The materials, placement, size, and shape of nests vary greatly and are characteristic for each species. 

Nest design varies in complexity from simple ground nests to more complex cavity, platform, or cup nests. The design of a particular nest and materials used in construction tell about the size, habitat and habits of the bird that builds it. The [image: image2.jpg]Four Winds Nature Institute
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location of a nest is critical for its success, and is fairly predictable for each species.

Nest building generally takes a few days to a week. After that, females will usually lay an egg each day until the clutch is complete and then will begin incubating. In this way, all the eggs will be ready to hatch at the same time, and the young will be synchronized in their development.
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Imagine you are a human-sized bird. Take a walk outdoors and see if you can locate a good nesting place, not necessarily in a tree.  It should be well hidden and protected from weather. Spend some time looking around to find the sorts of materials that are available to use in making a strong, cozy nest. You can, like some birds do, collect special materials to decorate with to make the nest a little more comfy and attractive.  Take some time to design and build your nest, it isn’t a process that happens in just a few minutes. When finished, invite a friend to view your handiwork.  Use your “nesting” spot as a place for viewing wild bird activity.
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