NATURE’S NEWS
From: Four Winds Nature Institute – www.FourWindsInstitute.org
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Topic of the Month:

ROCKS AND MINERALS

Every pebble and rock represents a piece of the earth’s history and may be millions of years old. Rocks are made up of minerals.  One rock type is differentiated from another by the kinds of minerals in it and the way in which the rock was formed.  
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Rocks are grouped according to the way they were formed: igneous, sedimentary, or metamorphic. Simple tests used to indicate the presence of certain minerals, the hardness of the rock, the way a rock breaks apart, and the luster of a rock are used for designating a particular kind of rock.

Natural forces of heat, pressure and erosion that break them into pieces and cement them together again continually change rocks.

Rocks are the building blocks of our planet.  We depend on rocks and minerals in everyday life for a huge variety of products.


Rocks are at the bottom of it all, the entire surface of the earth is underlain by bedrock.  Sometimes we see this bedrock exposed along ledges, especially in mountainous places, or we see it along roadways that have been blasted through a rocky hill.  More often, the bedrock is covered with layers of soil that contains finely ground rock that generally comes from the bedrock of the area. Do some investigating to find out about the kinds of bedrock present in places near home. Ask at the library about maps that tell about local geology. Can you find places where bedrock is exposed? Are there rocks and boulders around that are different than the bedrock? 

Start a collection of pebbles and small rocks from around home.  Could people or natural forces have brought some of these rocks to the area?
[image: image3.wmf]

A Newsletter for Parents, Teachers, and Students participating in Four Winds Natural Science Workshops 














NEWS FROM SCHOOL








ROCK DETECTIVE





�








