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UPPER GRADES CHALLENGE:  Bluebird Nest Boxes

Background: Bluebirds are cavity-nesters, choosing hollow snags when they are available and when they can secure them from other birds. There is a lot of competition among cavity-nesters for hollow trees, which are often in short supply. Bluebirds prefer to live at the edges of fields, and it is often hard for them to find a suitable cavity. Providing a nest box is a good way to attract a bluebird pair, though it may instead bring a house wren, a family of tree swallows, or house sparrows. Here students will build a simple nest box designed for bluebirds, mount it near the school yard, and observe it frequently to see what arrives.

Objective: To provide a home for a bluebird or other cavity-nester. 

Ahead of time, prepare the wood for building several bluebird houses. Depending on the amount of time available, you may wish to cut the pieces ahead of time and pre-drill holes for screws. Have students work in small groups to assemble the houses. They may nail or screw the pieces together following the instructions on the Bluebird House Plans. 

When the houses are assembled, bring the students outside to install them. Discuss bluebirds’ preferences (east or south-facing, near a mowed field or lawn, hole 4-5’ off the ground, nearby bushes for young to fly when they fledge but at least 100 feet from wooded area.) Choose some likely sites to mount the birdhouses, being sure they are at least 100 feet apart. 

Have students watch the boxes for birds investigating or nesting in them. This may take a few hours to a few days or weeks. Why is there so much competition for nesting cavities?

Materials: Bluebird House Plans, 6’ 1x6 board for each house, saw, nails or screws, drill, 1 ½” butterfly bit. 
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