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Conifer Key

1    leaves thin and pointed like needles





2

1    leaves with overlapping scales like shingles




5

2    needles attached singly to the twig





3

2    needles attached in bundles to the twig





6

2    needles attached in clusters like flower-petals to a knob on the twig




cones ½ - ¾” long, attached to twig on small knob 



Larch
3    needles sharp and square-edged so they roll in your fingers, attached singly

 to the twig, twigs rough where needles fall off





cones long and thin,, papery brown scales, hang from branches 

Spruces
3    needles flat, not sharp, two white lines on underside



4

4    needles ½” or less with tiny stems, grow on sides of twigs so





branchlets flattened, cones ½” to ¾” long, on ends of twigs 

Hemlock
4    needles 3/8” to 1”, no tiny stems, smell fragrant, flat, cannot

 be rolled in fingers, cones 2-4” long, upright, scales fall off in autumn

leaving upright spike on branch





Balsam Fir


5    sprays of flattened waxy, scaly leaves, ½” bell-like brown cones

White Cedar

5    sprays of very thin, scaly needles, braided look, blue, berry-like fruit

 Red Cedar

6    needles in bundles of 5, about 4” to 41/2” long, thin and soft





Cones 4-8´long, narrow, sticky with pitch 




White Pine
6    needles in bundles of 2







7

7    needles 1 ½” to 3” long, twisted, blue-green, sharp,






cones 1 ¼ to 2 ½” long, taper towards tip, some scales with prickles 
Scotch Pine
7    needles  4” to 8” long, leathery, break easily







cones 1 ½ to 2 ½” , round shape, no stem on cone, no prickles on scales
 Red Pine
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