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Topic of the Month:
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The shape of the landscape is constantly changing as a result of erosion, the process by which rock and soil particles are worn away, carried off, and deposited elsewhere on earth.  The most important agents of erosion are water, glaciers, wind, the pull of gravity, and weathering by chemical and mechanical processes.

The force of erosion works to create soil by wearing away rocks, breaking them down into tiny fragments.  Erosion shapes the land, carving out areas and smoothing surfaces, wearing away and building anew.

Wherever plants and trees are removed, soil becomes vulnerable to the action of erosion.  Wise use of the land and attention to erosion is essential in order to conserve topsoil.
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Have a little fun with water and at the same time watch to see how it plays a part in shaping land.  Find a spot that is slightly inclined and with relatively bare earth; under some pine trees or along the edge of a sandy, gravely driveway would be good places.  Use a garden hose or tip a big watering can on its side to let water flow through the area, like a miniature river. Use sticks, rocks and mud or sand to build dams, ponds, and canals and watch how the course of the water flow may change and how the water cuts into and moves earth as it moves downhill. Are there ways to keep soil from washing down the slope? Visit a small stream or river and see how the water flow is shaping land in the streambed and along the banks. Are there places where erosion control measures are being used?  
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