NATURE’S NEWS
From: Four Winds Nature Institute – www.FourWindsInstitute.org
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Topic of the Month: 

HONEYBEES

[image: image2.wmf]Honeybees are insects whose uniquely designed physical and social structures and system of communication contribute to their survival and success.

Honeybees collect flower nectar and pollen to produce honey to feed on.  They construct strong and efficiently designed wax cells in their hive where food is stored and where they raise their young. 

In a beehive there is an orderly division of labor.  Three different types of bees perform all of the jobs within a hive: queen, drone, and workers.  A worker honeybee’s body is designed to perform multiple tasks during its lifetime including building, repairing, guarding and cleaning the hive, tending larvae, collecting pollen and nectar, and producing honey.
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Honeybees’ dance language is a system of communication that allows them to pass information about nectar and pollen sources and contributes to the efficiency and success of the hive.


Honeybees stay in their hives when it is cool and rainy, but are out and about when it’s warm and dry.  When the flowers on trees, shrubs and other plants are opened, the bees are eagerly searching for nectar and pollen. Usually docile honeybees might be a bit touchy when foraging, especially after a long cold or wet spell.  You can safely watch them from a close distance, but its best not to cross their path. Watch for honeybees at any patch of flowers as they gather pollen and nectar. The best place to watch bees forage is near a large patch of flowers of mixed types and colors.  Do the bees prefer one kind of flower to another? If you see groups of bees collecting, look to see if the pollen baskets on their legs are loaded.  Bees make thousands of trips to and from the hive collecting honey-making supplies. They conserve energy when collecting food by continually returning to the same patch of flowers and not doing much exploring en route. When the bees leave the patch, in which direction are they headed? Can you imagine having to work so hard to collect and make your food?
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Bee Watch











