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OUTDOORS SOUND SEARCH – SOUND MAPPING

Objective: To use our sense of hearing to experience and note the variety of sounds outdoors.

Materials: Clipboards, Paper, and Pencils

Outside, give each student a clipboard with paper and a pencil to be used to create a  ‘Sound Map’.  Ask each child to find a place to sit 5-10 feet away from another person. With younger children, have them sit near you so that you can create a map as a group. Have the children draw an X in the center of the paper on their clipboard. The X denotes where they are. Tell them to take a moment, close their eyes, sit very still, and listen.  

After a few moments, have students begin recording the sounds they hear on their ’map’, using descriptive words, letters or symbols to represent the sounds. Have them try to position the sounds in their correct locations. For example, a sound heard to the left should go to the left of the X on the map. A sound in front of a child would go at the top of the page, and one coming from behind the student would go at the bottom of the page. Older students may even try to indicate distance to a sound source on their map.  Listen for natural and manmade sounds, sounds of movement, and sounds of communication. Can sounds be heard more clearly if a hand is cupped around the ear?

Gather the group back together to share and compare their maps and the sounds they’ve heard.  What do the sound maps tell about the area you are in?  
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