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UPPER GRADES CHALLENGE: Gall Guides
Background: Galls on the stems and branches of trees, shrubs, and weeds become very visible in winter when leaves are gone, and looking for them can turn a winter’s walk into a treasure hunt. Look for them especially on goldenrods, raspberry and blackberry brambles,  poplars, willows, spruces, cedars. Here students look for galls on or near the school grounds and try to identify them using a picture guide. Goldenrod ball galls are flagged for revisiting in the spring when students can look for exit holes made by emerging flies.

Objective: To look for galls on or near the school yard, and mark some to examine again later in the spring.

Working in small groups with a leader, have students tour the school grounds and/or a nearby area where children or townspeople might take walks, looking for galls. Have students flag some representative galls of those they find, with numbered pieces of surveyor’s tape. Using the ID sheets provided or other picture guides, have students try to identify the galls. Unknown galls can be named for the plant on which they are found (e.g. Aster gall), or with a descriptive name that the students make up (e.g. balloon gall). Help students to create a guide to the galls with photos, drawings or descriptions, for other students or townspeople to use. Later, students may serve as naturalist guides, leading other students or adults to the galls they found.

For goldenrod ball galls, have students find and flag 10 galls that have no signs of exit holes in them. In May, have the students examine these flagged goldenrod galls again, looking for exit holes or holes made by predators.  You may wish to cut open some that have holes and examine them for evidence of predation, parasites, or other inhabitants.
Materials:  Gall Search and ID sheet, one for each group, surveyor’s tape, marker pens, pencils, optional: field guide to galls.
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