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UPPER GRADES CHALLENGE:  Reading Range Maps

Background:  Anyone would be surprised to see a penguin in Florida, or a flamingo in Canada, and when an occasional Whooping Crane shows up in New England, avid birders gather from far and wide for a view. This is because each species of bird has a particular range where it is commonly found. Migratory birds have two ranges, a place where they live during their breeding season, and a place where they spend the winter. Learning to read range maps is a good way to find out what birds live in your area at different times of the year, and can help you to identify with accuracy birds that you see. Here students will learn to read and interpret range maps for 12 North American birds.

Objective:  To become familiar with bird range maps and learn to interpret where birds live in summer and winter.

Give each team of students the Eastern Birds Range Maps sheet. Explain what the colors mean:

pink  =  summer or breeding range 

blue = winter range 

purple = year-round range

dashed lines = show places where birds might occasionally be found outside of their normal range 

small print = specifics about what the dashed lines mean.

Have the students try to find Vermont on the maps and then answer these questions:

1) Which bird on these maps is only one in VT in breeding season? 

(Baltimore Oriole)

2) Which birds are only in VT in the winter? (Pine Grosbeak, Common Redpoll)

3) What birds are in VT all year long? (House Finch, Purple Finch, Red Crossbill, White-winged Crossbill, Pine Siskin, Goldfinch, Evening Grosbeak)

4) What birds are not usually in VT in any season? (Bullocks Oriole, Hoary Redpoll)

5) Which bird has completely separate summer and winter ranges? (Baltimore Oriole)

6) Which birds winter in Florida? (Baltimore Oriole, House Finch, American Goldfinch, occasionally Red Crossbill in the northern part of Florida)

7) How many birds are never in Florida? ( 8 )

8) Which bird could be found in Florida all year long? (House Finch)

9) How many birds are only in Florida in summer? (None)

10)  Which bird lives farthest to the north of all of these? (Hoary Redpoll)

Ask students to think of other birds they know of and think about which are migratory, which are year-round residents and which are here only in winter.

Materials: For each team of students: maps 439-450 from Peterson Field Guides Birds of Eastern & Central North America, Fifth Edition, by Roger Tory Peterson.
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