NATURE’S NEWS
From: Four Winds Nature Institute – www.FourWindsInstitute.org

[image: image1.jpg]Four Winds Nature Institute
4 Casey Road

Chittenden, VT 05737
802-483-2917

www. FourWindslnstitute.org




Topic of the Month: 

Insect Life Cycles
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Insects are perhaps the most successful forms of animal life on this planet. There are many reasons why insects have survived and even thrived through 350 million years of climatic and habitat changes, but there is one especially effective strategy that insects have developed: metamorphosis, the transformation process by which an insect proceeds from the egg stage to that of an adult.

There are different forms of metamorphosis.  Simple metamorphosis consists of three stages: egg, nymph, and adult.  Complete metamorphosis consists of four stages: egg, larva, pupa, and adult.  

Insect metamorphosis is a cycle that repeats itself as one generation follows another. The stages of metamorphosis coincide with seasonal change.
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All animals go through some pretty amazing changes as they grow.  Think about how you’ve grown and changed over the years!

Insects go through several stages of life, too, though most have a relatively short life span.  Some undergo three changes, others four in a lifetime. 

Do a little research and some outdoor investigation to gather information.  Then make a chart that shows the life cycle changes for each kind of insect you find, illustrating it with the different stages.  Can you find out what stage an insect is in during each season of the year?  Is one stage of its life the same length as another?
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Make an insect growth chart








